DOWNFALL OF THE COALITION                            1922
All his chivalrous instincts rose up in Lloyd George against what he
considered to be the betrayal and desertion of the Greeks, after they
had been used for their own convenience by the Allies, and though
he was obliged to join in the general veto on the plan which thay
produced in July, 1922, for occupying Constantinople, he would not
sanction any plan for compelling them to evacuate Asia Minor. On
the contrary, he made a speech in the House of Commons on August 4,
1922, which seems to have been construed by Kemal as an incitement
to the Greeks, and by the Greeks themselves as an encouragement to
go forward with their operations in Asia Minor. Passages from it were
issued as an Army Order to the Greek forces; and in the Turkish
Council Chamber at Angora it led to a decision to risk an immediate
offensive. On the night of August 18 Kemal struck with all his
forces, and in a few days the Greeks were in a headlong flight from Asia
Minor and streaming across the Straits to seek a refuge in Europe.
The Turks in their pursuit now threatened the neutral zone on the
Asiatic side which all the Allies had agreed should be " demilitarized,"
and rumour credited them with the still more ambitious design of
stirring up insurrection in Constantinople and Thrace, and profiting
by it to expel not only the Greeks but the Allies themselves from the
former Turkish territory on the European side. Under the pressure
of these events, the French consented to join in an Allied warning to
Kemal that he must not invade the neutral zone, and French and
Italian detachments were sent to reinforce the slender British garrison
at Chanak on the Asiatic shore. Believing itself to be assured of
Allied support, the British Cabinet now took a high line and on
September 15 decided that all British forces, naval and military, should
be concentrated on the defence of the neutral zone and on preventing
the Turks from crossing to Europe. Had instructions to this effect
been given secretly they might have been no more than a accessary
and wise precaution, but two days later (September 17) the London
Sunday papers appeared with a long and ominous communique pre-
pared by a group of Ministers on Churchill's inspiration, painting
the situation in alarming colours, announcing that the Government
had appealed to the Balkan nations and to the Dominions for their
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